
 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL  
FINANCE & BUDGETING COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 
 
MEETING AGENDA 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 — 1:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Meredith M. Turner, Chair | Dist. 9 

Mark Casselberry, Vice Chair | Dist. 4                
Michael J. Gallagher | Dist. 5               

Michael J. Houser, Sr. | Dist. 10    
Pernel Jones, Jr. | Dist. 8 
Patrick Kelly | District 2 

Robert E. Schleper, Jr. | District 6 
  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. ROLL CALL  
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 27, 2026 MEETING 
 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) R2026-0249: A Resolution accepting the revised rates as determined by the Budget 
Commission; authorizing the necessary tax levies and certifying them to the County Fiscal 
Officer, and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective. 
 

b) R2026-0256: A Resolution authorizing an amendment to Contract No. 1725 with Clark, Schaefer, 
Hackett & Co. for annual audits for Calendar Years 2021-2025 for the period 9/30/2021-
12/31/2026 to extend the time period to 12/31/2031, to extend the audit years through 2030, 
and for additional funds in the amount not-to-exceed $2,852,000.00, effective upon signatures 
of all parties; authorizing the County Executive to execute the amendment and all other 
documents consistent with this Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution 
become immediately effective. 
 

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 

* Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 Prospect. A skywalk 
extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking 
level of the garage. Download the Metropolis smartphone app and create an account to have parking 
validated at meetings. Please scan the QR code posted in Council Chambers to input your license plate 
information for parking to be validated by Metropolis, a non-County entity. You will be responsible for the 
cost of parking if you are unable to utilize this online parking service.  
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**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If needed, please see the Clerk to obtain 
a receiver. 

Page 2 of 25



 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL  
FINANCE & BUDGETING COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 
 
MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 27, 2026 — 1:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Meredith M. Turner, Chair | Dist. 9 

Mark Casselberry, Vice Chair | Dist. 4                
Michael J. Gallagher | Dist. 5               

Michael J. Houser, Sr. | Dist. 10    
Pernel Jones, Jr. | Dist. 8 
Patrick Kelly | District 2 

Robert E. Schleper, Jr. | District 6 
  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairwoman Turner called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm. 
 

2. ROLL CALL  
 
Ms. Turner asked Deputy Clerk Carter to call the roll.  Committee members Turner, Casselberry, Gallagher 
and Houser were in attendance and a quorum was determined.  Committee members Jones, Kelly and 
Schleper were absent.  Council President Miller was also in attendance. 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no public comments given. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 13, 2026 MEETING 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Houser, seconded by Mr. Casselberry and approved by unanimous vote to 
approve the minutes from the July 13, 2026 meeting. 

 

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 
 

a) None  
 

There were no matters referred to Committee. 
 
6. DISCUSSION 

 
a) 2nd Quarter Financial Report 

 
Mr. Walter Parfejewiec, Director of the Office of Budget and Management; and Mr. Michael Chambers, 
Fiscal Officer, addressed the Committee regarding the revenue and expenses for the General, Health and 
Human Services Levy & Tax Lien Sales Funds.  Discussion ensued. 
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Committee members and Councilmembers asked questions of Messrs. Parfejewiec and Chambers 
pertaining to the item, which they answered accordingly. 

 
b) Follow-up regarding Resolution No. R2026-0212 
 

Mr. Parfejewiec addressed the Committee regarding Resolution No. R2026-0212.  Discussion ensued. 
 
Committee members and Councilmembers asked questions of Mr. Parfejewiec pertaining to the item, 
which he answered accordingly. 

 
7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
 
There was no miscellaneous business. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
With no further business to discuss, Chairwoman Turner adjourned the meeting at 1:33 p.m., without 
objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 

Resolution No. R2026-0249 

 
Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Fiscal Officer/Office of 

Budget and Management 

 

 

A Resolution accepting the revised rates 

as determined by the Budget Commission; 

authorizing the necessary tax levies and 

certifying them to the County Fiscal 

Officer; and declaring the necessity that 

this Resolution become immediately 

effective. 

   
      WHEREAS, the County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio, met in 

regular session on the 18th of May, 2026; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this County Council, in accordance with the provision of 

law, has previously adopted an Alternative Tax Budget for the next 

succeeding fiscal year commencing January 1, 2027; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Budget Commission of Cuyahoga County, Ohio, has 

certified its action thereon to this Council together with an estimate of the 

County Fiscal Officer of the rate of each tax necessary to be levied by this 

Council, and what part thereof is without, and what part within, the ten mill 

tax limitation; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can 

continue and to provide for the usual, daily operation of a County entity. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL OF 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

 SECTION 1.  That the rates as determined by the Budget Commission 

in its certification be, and the same are, hereby accepted.  

 

 SECTION 2.  That there be, and is, hereby levied on the tax duplicate 

of said County, the rate of each tax necessary to be levied within and without 

the ten mill limitation as follows: 
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SCHEDULE A 

SUMMARY OF AMOUNT REQUIRED FROM GENERAL 

PROPERTY TAX 

APPROVED BY BUDGET COMMISSION AND COUNTY FISCAL 

OFFICER’S ESTIMATE OF TAX RATES 

 

 

County Fiscal Officer’s Estimate of Tax Rate to be Levied 

Tax Levy 
Inside 10 

Mill Limit 

Outside 10 

Mill Limit 

General Fund 1.10 0.00 

General Fund – Bond Retirement 0.35 0.00 

Health & Human Services 0.00 4.70 

Board of Developmental Disabilities 0.00 3.90 

Health & Welfare 0.00 4.80 

County Library 0.00 3.50 

TOTAL 1.45 16.90 

 

 SECTION 3.  That the Clerk of Council be, and she is, hereby 

instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution to the County Fiscal 

Officer; one copy to the County Budget Commission and the Director, 

Office of Budget and Management. 

 

SECTION 4.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of 

public peace, health, or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set 

forth in the preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative 

vote of at least eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force 

immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its 

approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of 

the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive under 

Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at 

least eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) 

of the Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in 

force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 SECTION 5.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this 

Council relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open 

meeting of the Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any 
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of its committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open 

to the public, in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 

121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
 

On a motion by ___________, seconded by _______, the foregoing Resolution was 

duly adopted. 

 

 
Yeas:  

 

Nays:  

 

 

 

 

_________________________ __________ 

    County Council President  Date cpdsh1 

    CtyExecSignature01 

 

    _________________________ __________ 

    County Executive   Date cedsh1 

    ClrkCnclSignature01      

 

    _________________________ __________ 

    Clerk of Council    Date ccdsh1  

 

 

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September, 8, 2026 

Committee(s) Assigned:  Finance & Budgeting 

 

 

Journal__________________ 

        __________________, 20___ 
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Office of Budget & Management, 2079 East Ninth Street, Cleveland Ohio 44115 (216) 443-7220 

www.obm.cuyahogacounty.us 

 

To:        County Council 
 
From: Walter Parfejewiec 
 
Date:     August 24, 2026 
 
Re: Approving Tax Rates for 2027 
 

 
Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code §5705, the County is required to accept the annual tax rates as confirmed 
by the Budget Commission.  This is the last of a three-part process that begins with Council’s adoption 
of the Alternative Tax Budget (R2026-0115).  The intent of the Alternative Tax Budget is to estimate 
revenue generated by property tax levies for the coming year and to demonstrate, by way of the 
estimates, the need to continue to levy the taxes.   
 
A total of 14.85 mills will be levied by the County in voted and unvoted millage in 2027 totaling $440.8 
million.  The revenue generated by this millage supports general operations, debt service, health and 
human services, and programs and services for the developmentally disabled.   
 
The adopted 2027 Alternative Tax Budget reflects an allocation of the 1.45 inside millage:  1.10 mills to 
the General Fund and 0.35 mills to the General Obligation Bond Retirement Fund.   
 
The Office of Budget and Management submits the authorizing resolution to the County’s Budget 
Commission, who approves the tax rates and confirms the same to the Office of Budget and 
Management.  The final step is for Council to accept – by way of resolution – the tax rates approved and 
confirmed by the Budget Commission. 
 
Please contact Mike Chambers or I with any questions.  Thank you. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

 
Resolution No. R2026-0256 

 
Sponsored by: County Executive 

Ronayne/Fiscal Department 

 

A Resolution authorizing an amendment 
to Contract No. 1725 with Clark, Schaefer, 
Hackett & Co. for annual audits for 
Calendar Years 2021-2025 for the period 
9/30/2021-12/31/2026 to extend the time 
period to 12/31/2031, to extend the audit 
years through 2030, and for additional 
funds in the amount not-to-exceed 
$2,852,000.00, effective upon signatures 
of all parties; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute the amendment and 
all other documents consistent with this 
Resolution; and declaring the necessity 
that this Resolution become immediately 
effective. 

   
WHEREAS, the County Executive/Fiscal Department recommends an 

amendment to Contract No. 1725 with Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co. for annual 
audits for Calendar Years 2021-2025 for the period 9/30/2021-12/31/2026 to 
extend the time period to 12/31/2031, to extend the audit years through 2030, and 
for additional funds in the amount not-to-exceed $2,852,000.00, effective upon 
signatures of all parties; and 

 
WHEREAS, the annual audit is required per Ohio Revised Code Section 

117.11; and 
 
WHEREAS, this project is funded 100% General Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue; and 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 

OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby authorizes an 
amendment to Contract No. 1725 with Clark, Schaefer, Hackett & Co. for annual 
audits for Calendar Years 2021-2025 for the period 9/30/2021-12/31/2026 to 
extend the time period to 12/31/2031, to extend the audit years through 2030, and 
for additional funds in the amount not-to-exceed $2,852,000.00, effective upon 
signatures of all parties. 
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SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute the 
amendment and all other documents consistent with this Resolution. 

 
SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 

effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

 
SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 

relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 
 
Yeas:  
 
Nays: 
     
    CtyCnclPresSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
    CtyExecSignature01 
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    County Executive   Date cedsh1 
    ClrkCnclSignature01      
 
    _________________________ __________ 
    Clerk of Council    Date ccdsh1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 10 of 25



 

 

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 8, 2026 
Committee(s) Assigned: Finance & Budgeting  
 
 
Journal__________________ 

        __________________, 20___ 
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