
Page 1 of 2 

CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 

MEETING AGENDA 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2026 — 3:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Patrick Kelly, Chair | Dist. 1 

Meredith M. Turner, Vice Chair | Dist. 9  
Michael J. Gallagher | Dist. 5  

Dale Miller | Dist. 2   
Sunny M. Simon | Dist. 11 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. ROLL CALL

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JULY 13, 2026 MEETING

5. MATTERS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

a) R2026-0237: A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to exceed $50,000, to the Downtown
Cleveland Alliance for the Hotel Cleveland Exterior LED Lighting & Security Enhancement
Initiative from the District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund; and declaring the necessity that this
Resolution become immediately effective.

b) R2026-0246: A Resolution authorizing an Indemnification and Inducement Agreement for the
benefit of Cuyahoga County and authorizing a Public Hospital Agencies Agreement in
connection with the bonds by the County of Warren, Ohio, the proceeds of which will be used
to finance facilities owned and operated by Otterbein Homes or its affiliates located within
Cuyahoga County; and authorizing other documents in connection with the issuance of such.

c) R2026-0255: A Resolution making awards on RQ16350 and enter into contracts with various
providers in the total amount not-to exceed $3,000,000.00 for the design and administration of
a Small Business Program for the period 10/1/2026-9/30/2028; authorizing the County
Executive to execute the contracts and all other documents consistent with said awards and this
Resolution; and declaring the necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective:

1) Contract No. 6395 with UBIZ Venture Capital in the amount not-to-exceed $500,000.00.

2) Contract No. 6396 with JumpStart, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed $350,000.00.

3) Contract No. 6397 with Village Capital Corporation in the amount not-to-exceed

$500,000.00.

4) Contract No. 6398 with Grow America in the amount not-to-exceed $250,000.00.
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5) Contract No. 6399 with Manufacturing Works, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed

$100,000.00.

6) Contract No. 6400 with The Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for Economic Development

in the amount not-to-exceed $350,000.00.

7) Contract No. 6401 with Economic and Community Development Institute, Inc. in the

amount not-to-exceed $500,000.00.

8) Contract No. 6402 with Ohio Startup Network in the amount not-to-exceed $100,000.00.

9) Contract No. 6404 with Gmiluth Chasodium (The Hebrew Free Loan Association) d/b/a

HFLA of Northeast Ohio in the amount not-to-exceed $350,000.00.

6. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

7. ADJOURNMENT

* Complimentary parking for the public is available in the attached garage at 900 Prospect. A skywalk

extends from the garage to provide additional entry to the Council Chambers from the 5th floor parking

level of the garage. Download the Metropolis smartphone app and create an account to have parking

validated at meetings.

Please scan the QR code posted in Council Chambers to input your license plate information for parking to 

be validated by Metropolis, a non-County entity. You will be responsible for the cost of parking if you are 

unable to utilize this online parking service.  

**Council Chambers is equipped with a hearing assistance system. If needed, please see the Clerk to obtain 

a receiver. 
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY COUNCIL
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS 
4th FLOOR 

MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 13, 2026 — 3:00 P.M. 

Committee Members  
Patrick Kelly, Chair | Dist. 1 

Meredith M. Turner, Vice Chair | Dist. 9  
Michael J. Gallagher | Dist. 5  

Dale Miller | Dist. 2   
Sunny M. Simon | Dist. 11 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Kelly called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL

Mr. Kelly asked Clerk Richardson to call the roll. Committee members Kelly, Turner, Gallagher, Miller, 
Simon were in attendance and a quorum was determined.  Councilmember Conwell was also in 
attendance. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT

Loh addressed the committee members regarding Resolution No. R2026-0202. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 29, 2026 MEETING

A motion was made by Ms. Turner, seconded by Mr. Miller and approved by unanimous vote to approve 
the minutes from the June 29, 2026 meeting.  

[Clerk’s Note: Item No. 6.a) was taken out of order before Item No. 5.a was considered)]. 

5. MATTER REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

a) R2026-0202: A Resolution authorizing an economic development place-based/mixed-use loan in
the amount not-to-exceed $2,000,000.00 to Erieview Tower Hotel LLC, or their designee, to
facilitate the re-development of the Erieview Tower and Galleria located at 1301 East 9th Street,
in the City of Cleveland; authorizing the County Executive and/or the Director of Development
to execute all documents consistent with said loan and this Resolution; and declaring the
necessity that this Resolution become immediately effective.

This item was previously discussed in Executive Session. 

Mr. Anthony Stella, Economic Development Administrator, addressed the Committee regarding 
Resolution No. R2026-0202.  

On a motion by Ms. Turner with a second by Mr. Miller, Resolution No. R2026-0202 was considered and 
approved by unanimous vote to be referred to the full Council agenda for second reading. 
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6. EXECUTIVE SESSION

a) Matters required to be kept confidential by federal or state law

A motion was made by Mr. Miller, seconded by Ms. Turner, and approved by unanimous roll-call vote to 
move to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing  Matters to be kept confidential by federal or 
state law and for no other purpose whatsoever. Executive Session was then called to order by Council 
Committee Chair Kelly at 3:12 p.m.  The following Committee members were present:  Kelly, Turner, 
Gallagher, Miller, Simon and Councilmember Conwell. 

The following additional attendees were present: Anthony Stella, Economic Development Administrator 
for the Department of Development; Aaron Kinney, Economic & Community Development Program 
Specialist; Vaughn Johnson, Deputy Director for Economic Development; Senior Counsel Gregory Huth; 
Elias Kassouf, Owners Representative; Rich Morehouse, KJK Consulting; Joseph Nanni, Chief of Staff; 
Special Counsel Michael King; Policy Advisor, Cynthia Mason and Legislative Budget Advisor Trevor 
McAleer. 

At 3:40 p.m., Executive Session was adjourned without objection and Chair Kelly then reconvened the 

meeting. 

7. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

There was no miscellaneous business. 

8. ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chairman Kelly adjourned the meeting at 3: 41p.m., without 

objection. 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

Resolution No. R2026-0237 

Sponsored by: Councilmember 
Sweeney 

A Resolution awarding a total sum, not to 
exceed $50,000, to the Downtown 
Cleveland Alliance for the Hotel 
Cleveland Exterior LED Lighting & 
Security Enhancement Initiative from the 
District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund; 
and declaring the necessity that this 
Resolution become immediately effective. 

WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County received $239,898,257 from the Federal 
Government through the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”); and 

WHEREAS, Cuyahoga County calculated 100% of the ARPA dollars as loss 
revenue under the U.S. Department of the Treasury Final Rule; and  

WHEREAS, since all the ARPA dollars have been calculated as loss revenue, 
the ARPA dollars have been deposited in the County’s General Fund; and  

WHEREAS, the County Executive and County Council have authorized $86 
million of the ARPA dollars for community grants to benefit the residents of 
Cuyahoga County (the “ARPA Community Grant Fund”); and 

WHEREAS, of the $86 million for community grants, $66 million have been 
encumbered for equal distribution to each County Council District; and  

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding from 
the District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund in the amount of $50,000 to the 
Downtown Cleveland Alliance for the Hotel Cleveland Exterior LED Lighting & 
Security Enhancement Initiative; and   

WHEREAS, the Downtown Cleveland Alliance estimates approximately 
10,000 people will be served annually through this award; and  

WHEREAS, the Downtown Cleveland Alliance estimates the total cost of the 
project is $295,000; and 

WHEREAS, the Downtown Cleveland Alliance is estimating the start date of 
the project will be July 2026 and the project will be completed by October 2026; 
and   
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WHEREAS, the Downtown Cleveland Alliance requested $50,000 from the 
District 3 ARPA Community Grant Fund to complete this project; and  

WHEREAS, the Cuyahoga County Council desires to provide funding in the 
amount of $50,000 to the Downtown Cleveland Alliance to ensure this project is 
completed; and  

WHEREAS, this Council by a vote of at least eight (8) members determines 
that it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective in order that 
critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue to provide for the 
usually, daily operations of the County.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby awards a not-to-
exceed amount of $50,000 to the Downtown Cleveland Alliance from the General 
Fund made available by the American Rescue Plan Act revenue replacement 
provision for the Hotel Cleveland Exterior LED Lighting & Security Enhancement 
Initiative.  

SECTION 2.  If any specific appropriation is necessary to effectuate this 
agreement, the Director of the Office of Budget and Management is authorized to 
submit the requisite documentation to financial reporting to journalize the 
appropriation.  

SECTION 3.  That the County Council staff is authorized to prepare all 
documents to effectuate said award.  

SECTION 4.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute all 
necessary agreements and documents consistent with said award and this 
Resolution.  

SECTION 5.  If requested or necessary, the Agency of the Inspector General 
or Department of Internal Audit is authorized to investigate, audit, or review any 
part of this award.  

SECTION 6.  To the extent that any exemptions are necessary under the 
County Code and contracting procedures, they shall be deemed approved by the 
adoption of this Resolution. 

SECTION 7.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
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disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

SECTION 8.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

CtyCnclPresSignature01 

_________________________ __________ 
County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
CtyExecSignature01 

_________________________ __________ 
County Executive Date cedsh1 
ClrkCnclSignature01  

_________________________ __________ 
Clerk of Council  Date ccdsh1 

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 8, 2026 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Economic Development & Planning 

Journal__________________ 
       __________________, 20___ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

Resolution No. R2026-0246 

Sponsored by: Councilmember 
Kelly 

A Resolution authorizing an 
Indemnification and Inducement 
Agreement for the benefit of Cuyahoga 
County and authorizing a Public Hospital 
Agencies Agreement in connection with 
the bonds by the County of Warren, Ohio, 
the proceeds of which will be used to 
finance facilities owned and operated by 
Otterbein Homes or its affiliates located 
within Cuyahoga County; and authorizing 
other documents in connection with the 
issuance of such. 

WHEREAS, Otterbein Homes (the “Corporation”), an Ohio non-profit corporation, 
has requested that Warren County issue bonds to finance and reimburse costs of the 
construction of Hospital Facilities in Warren County and throughout the State of Ohio, 
including in Cuyahoga County (the “County”); and 

WHEREAS, the Corporation has represented that it would be more economic and 
efficient to have one political subdivision of the State of Ohio issue such revenue bonds to 
finance and reimburse costs of the Program (as defined herein); and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 140, Ohio Revised Code (the “Act”), provides a procedure by 
which the County and Warren County may enter into an agreement pursuant to which 
Warren County may from time to time issue bonds for hospital facilities, a portion of the 
proceeds of which will be spent in the County (the “Bonds”). Such Bonds will be issued in 
one or more series for the purpose of (a) refinancing certain revenue bonds and other 
indebtedness, (b) financing or refinancing the acquisition, construction, installation, 
equipping, furnishing and improvement of certain health care facilities constituting 
“hospital facilities” (as defined in the Act) to be owned and/or operated by the Corporation, 
(c) funding a debt service reserve fund for the Bonds, (d) paying capitalized interest on the
Bonds, and (e) paying certain costs of issuance of the Bonds (collectively, the “Program”).

WHEREAS, as a prerequisite to Warren County issuing the Bonds, it is necessary 
under the Act for the County to enter into an Agreement (the “Public Hospital Agencies 
Agreement”) with Warren County in order to jointly associate for the purpose of issuing 
revenue bonds, including the Bonds and any such additional bonds for the Program, to 
finance or refinance the Corporation’s facilities within its boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the Corporation has agreed to enter into and execute an indemnification 
agreement (the “Indemnification Agreement”) to indemnify the County and hold it harmless 
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against any liability and expense of the County relating to the Public Hospital Agencies 
Agreement, the Bonds, or the Program. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO, THAT: 

SECTION 1. By at least a majority of members of the Cuyahoga County Council 
(the “Council”), the County Executive is hereby authorized to execute and enter into on 
behalf of the County, each of (a) a Public Hospital Agencies Agreement with Warren 
County to authorize Warren County to issue hospital facilities bonds for the benefit of the 
Corporation for the purpose of financing the Project, and (b) the Indemnification Agreement 
with the Corporation, pursuant to which the Corporation will indemnify the County and 
hold the County harmless against any liability and expense of the County relating to the 
Public Hospital Agencies Agreement or any Bonds issued for the Program. 

SECTION 2. That each of the Public Hospital Agencies Agreement and the 
Indemnification Agreement authorized in Section 1 of this resolution shall be substantially 
in the form presented to the Council and on file with the Clerk of this Council (the “Clerk”), 
with such changes as are not substantially adverse to the County and as are approved by the 
Director of Law, which approval shall be conclusively evidenced by the signing of the 
Public Hospital Agencies Agreement and the Indemnification Agreement by the County 
Executive. 

SECTION 3. That the Clerk, the County Fiscal Officer and any appropriate officers 
of the County be and they are hereby authorized to execute and deliver on behalf of the 
County such other certificates, documents and instruments in connection with the County’s 
approval, signing and delivery of the Public Hospital Agencies Agreement and the 
Indemnification Agreement as may be required, necessary or appropriate, such instruments 
to be prepared by and at the expense of the Corporation and to be in such form as may be 
approved by the Director of Law, which approval shall be conclusively evidenced by the 
execution thereof by the County Executive. 

SECTION 4. It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 
for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public peace, health or 
safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the preamble. Provided 
that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least eight members of Council, 
it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the earliest occurrence of any of 
the following: (1) its approval by the County Executive through signature, (2) the 
expiration of the time during which it may be disapproved by the County Executive 
under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least 
eight members of Council after disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the 
Cuyahoga County Charter. Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

SECTION 5. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its 
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committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, 
in compliance with all legal requirements including Section 121.22, Ohio Revised 
Code. 

On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

_________________________ __________ 
County Council President  Date  

_________________________ __________ 
County Executive Date  

_________________________ __________ 
Clerk of Council  Date  

First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 8, 2026 
Committee(s) Assigned: Economic Development & Planning 

Journal__________________ 
       __________________, 20___ 
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County Council of Cuyahoga County, Ohio 

Resolution No. R2026-0255 

Sponsored by: County Executive 
Ronayne/Department of 
Development 

A Resolution making awards on 
RQ16350 and entering into contracts with 
various providers in the total amount not-
to exceed $3,000,000.00 for the design 
and administration of a Small Business 
Program for the period 10/1/2026-
9/30/2028; authorizing the County 
Executive to execute the contracts and all 
other documents consistent with said 
awards and this Resolution and declaring 
the necessity that this Resolution become 
immediately effective. 

WHEREAS, the County Executive/Department of Development recommends 
making awards on RQ16350 and entering into contracts with various providers in 
the total amount not-to-exceed $3,000,000.00 for the design and administration of 
a Small Business Program for the period 10/1/2026-9/30/2028 as follows: 

a) Contract No. 6395 with UBIZ Venture Capital in the amount not-to-
exceed $500,000.00.

b) Contract No. 6396 with JumpStart, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed
$350,000.00.

c) Contract No. 6397 with Village Capital Corporation in the amount not-
to-exceed $500,000.00.

d) Contract No. 6398 with Grow America in the amount not-to-exceed
$250,000.00.

e) Contract No. 6399 with Manufacturing Works, Inc. in the amount not-
to-exceed $100,000.00.

f) Contract No. 6400 with The Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for
Economic Development in the amount not-to-exceed $350,000.00.

g) Contract No. 6401 with Economic and Community Development
Institute, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed $500,000.00.

h) Contract No. 6402 with Ohio Startup Network in the amount not-to-
exceed $100,000.00.
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i) Contract No. 6404 with Gmiluth Chasodium (The Hebrew Free Loan 

Association) d/b/a HFLA of Northeast Ohio in the amount not-to-
exceed $350,000.00; and 

 
WHEREAS, the primary goals of this project are to provide (a) funding 

opportunities, technical & personalized assistance, (b) guidance to navigate the 
internal departments and organizational support for small business; and 

 
WHEREAS, the project is funded 100% Economic Development Fund; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary that this Resolution become immediately effective 

in order that critical services provided by Cuyahoga County can continue. 
   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY COUNCIL 
OF CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO: 
 

SECTION 1.  That the Cuyahoga County Council hereby makes awards on 
RQ16350 and authorizes entering into contracts with various providers in the total 
amount not-to exceed $3,000,000.00 for the design and administration of a Small 
Business Program for the period 10/1/2026-9/30/2028 as follows: 

 
a) Contract No. 6395 with UBIZ Venture Capital in the amount not-to-

exceed $500,000.00. 
 
b) Contract No. 6396 with JumpStart, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed 

$350,000.00. 
 
c) Contract No. 6397 with Village Capital Corporation in the amount not-

to-exceed $500,000.00. 
 
d) Contract No. 6398 with Grow America in the amount not-to-exceed 

$250,000.00. 
 
e) Contract No. 6399 with Manufacturing Works, Inc. in the amount not-

to-exceed $100,000.00. 
 
f) Contract No. 6400 with The Northeast Ohio Hispanic Center for 

Economic Development in the amount not-to-exceed $350,000.00. 
 
g) Contract No. 6401 with Economic and Community Development 

Institute, Inc. in the amount not-to-exceed $500,000.00. 
 
h) Contract No. 6402 with Ohio Startup Network in the amount not-to-

exceed $100,000.00. 
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i) Contract No. 6404 with Gmiluth Chasodium (The Hebrew Free Loan
Association) d/b/a HFLA of Northeast Ohio in the amount not-to-
exceed $350,000.00.

SECTION 2.  That the County Executive is authorized to execute the contracts 
and all documents consistent with said awards and this Resolution. 

SECTION 3.  It is necessary that this Resolution become immediately 
effective for the usual daily operation of the County; the preservation of public 
peace, health or safety in the County; and any additional reasons set forth in the 
preamble. Provided that this Resolution receives the affirmative vote of at least 
eight members of Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon the 
earliest occurrence of any of the following: (1) its approval by the County 
Executive through signature, (2) the expiration of the time during which it may be 
disapproved by the County Executive under Section 3.10(6) of the Cuyahoga 
County Charter, or (3) its passage by at least eight members of Council after 
disapproval pursuant to Section 3.10(7) of the Cuyahoga County Charter. 
Otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 
allowed by law. 

SECTION 4.  It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
relating to the adoption of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of the 
Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance 
with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

On a motion by ________, seconded by _____, the foregoing Resolution was duly 
adopted. 

Yeas: 

Nays: 

CtyCnclPresSignature01 

_________________________ __________ 
County Council President  Date cpdsh1 
CtyExecSignature01 

_________________________ __________ 
County Executive Date cedsh1 
ClrkCnclSignature01  

_________________________ __________ 
Clerk of Council  Date ccdsh1 
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First Reading/Referred to Committee:  September 8, 2026 
Committee(s) Assigned:  Economic Development & Planning 

Journal__________________ 
       __________________, 20___ 
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